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  PERMIT NO. 1896

Dear Church Family,
I would like to express my sincere thanks and gratitude for all of your thoughts, prayers, visits and calls over the past few months.  Your love and support has brightened my days and carried me through some challenging times.  I would also like to extend a special thanks to Reverend Chris and Lisa.  

I will be moving to an apartment at the Stanley Total Living Center as of August 4th.  My new address and phone number are listed below.  Please call and come visit me in my new home.

Mailing Address:  

       Street Address:
P.O. Box 489                  514 Old Mt. Holly Rd.

Stanley, NC 28164              Stanley, NC 28164

Phone:  704-263-7336
I look forward to hearing from you soon.
In Christian Love,    Geneva

[image: image1.png]S-Sy

Muberry Presbyterion COC





The Women of the Church are currently looking for a treasurer.  If you would be willing to serve, please call Lisa Falkner or Sandra Rhyne.  Our new year begins in September and we would like to begin with a full complement of officers.  Please prayerfully consider this position as you WOC needs your help.

The Mulberry Presbyterian

Child Development Center

is now Enrolling

After-Schoolers, K-5th grades.

Monday-Friday, 2:00-6:00 p.m. ~ $62.00

Teacher Workdays ~ $9.00

Van Pick-up Available       Please Call: 704-392-3818

Future Changes at Mulberry      By Chris Carrasco

Rally Day at Mulberry Presbyterian Church is a day of celebration.  It’s a day of new beginnings.  It’s a day of excitement and anticipation.  Rally Day kicks off the new church year with Sunday School opportunities, teacher recognition, and a renewed interest in church activities.  Mark your calendars for Sunday, September 7 and be sure to come to the Fellowship Hall during Sunday School hour as we start the new church year.


Rally Day is also an appropriate time to turn a new page in our worship life together.  The Worship Committee, Session, and I have all looked over, worked over, and prayed over how to best organize our worship time together.  FEAR NOT!  We are not adding or deleting anything in the worship service, our wonderful music will still remain the same, and 
the overall style of the service will not change.  So what will change?  I’m glad you asked.

Worship has a flow to it, an order that moves from one section to another.  There are four parts of a worship service:
  1) Praising God 2) Confessing Our Sin 3) Experiencing God’s Word 4) Responding to God’s Word.  We are going to rearrange our worship service to follow this order.  That means specifically:

1) Praising God – We will begin the service as we usually do, with praise and adoration of our Holy God.  Nothing in the beginning of the worship service will change.  We will still have the announcements, chiming of the Trinity, Introit, Call to Worship, Prayer of Praise and Thanksgiving, and the opening hymn.  All these are focused on God and all that God is and all that God has done for us.  This is how we organize the service now.

2) Confessing Our Sin – Once we have acknowledged how amazing God is, we look at ourselves and recognize how far we fall short.  Again, nothing in this part of the service will change from how we already worship.  This section consists of our Prayer of Confession with silence, Receiving God’s grace and forgiveness, sharing the peace of Christ, and the “Glory Be to the Father” sung response.

3) Experiencing God’s Word – This is where you will notice a change.  When we have praised God and then taken a look at ourselves, we are then ready to experience God’s Word.  God’s Word comes to us in Scripture, Message for Young Disciples, and Sermon.   Before we read scripture, we will have a Prayer of Illumination to ask God to make us receptive to the message we need to hear that morning.  

4) Responding to God’s Word – Finally, after we have heard what God’s Word is to us, we can respond to it.  We respond in many ways.  We begin by saying what we believe in our Affirmation of Faith.  Then we have an anthem, usually from our choir, as we worship through music.  Next we respond through prayer in our Prayer of the People.  After that, we respond with our offering and the dedication of all we have and all we are.  Lastly, we go forth to serve God in our closing hymn, charge and benediction, and congregational response.

What does this all come down to?  With a slight rearrangement of the pieces of our worship service, we are able to hear God’s Word earlier in the service which gives us time to then respond to that Word through statements of faith, prayer, and offering.  For some, this will be a slight change that will have little effect on their ability to worship.  For others, this will take some time to get used to.  But I believe in the end, our worship will be enriched by this order.


By the way, there has been a small change in the front of our sanctuary.  Did you notice?  Our sacraments are now highlighted as we keep the baptismal font, the wine pitcher, cup, and plate now in the center of our worship space.  As the Bible sits on the communion table, open to the congregation, we are reminded that our Presbyterian reformers fought and died for the right to own, read, and interpret the Bible for themselves.  The Holy Spirit speaks to all of us, and the message of the Bible is open to all people.  I can’t imagine a better weekly reminder of the heart of worship.
