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Mulberry Presbyterian Church

5600 Tuckaseegee Road

Charlotte, NC 28208

Phone/Fax (704) 392-1030

Email: mulberrypc@bellsouth.net
www.mulberrypc.com
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The Year of Spiritual Practices:  Service

By:  Chris Carrasco

Service: giving of your time, talent or treasure to benefit another in need.  Have you ever thought of service as a spiritual practice?  Yes, we know it is one of the two greatest commandments (Love your neighbor as yourself) but serving others might also be a way we grow closer to God.  As we continue our year of spiritual practices, I encourage you to deepen your relationship with God as you serve others in need.

How is it that Christian service for others affects our relationship with God?  Jesus said, “Whatever you do for the least of these, you do for me.”  As we encounter others and provide for them, listen to them, accept them, and love them, we are doing the same thing for Jesus.  As we offer a cup of cold water, a piece of clothing, a hot meal, a warm handshake or a genuine smile, we are encountering “the Christ in them” as they meet b€œthe Christ in us.”  In serving we realize we are all children of God and equal in God’s eyes.  In serving we come to understand the way God has served us through Jesus Christ.  In serving we are living lives of gratitude as we follow in Christ’s footsteps.  In fact, it is Christian service which identifies us as a Christian community.  (Yes, you can start humming “They Will Know We Are Christians by Our Love.”)  After all, without service, we are simply a Christian social club that gathers weekly to worship God.  Without service, we are the lamp under a bushel basket and salt that has lost its saltiness.


That’s why your Session has unanimously decided to create a Service Ministry Team.  They believe that a dedicated group of people who meet for the sole purpose of providing service opportunities for this congregation will enhance our ability to serve those in need.  Perhaps we will put together a team of walkers for the Multiple Sclerosis or Komen Breast Cancer races.  Or maybe we will serve a monthly meal at one of the local shelters.  We might collect clothing, or school supplies, or sponsor a child overseas, or work on a Habitat house or participate in a myriad of other opportunities as we serve those in need.  The possibilities are endless!

I challenge you then, “How might you best serve others as you deepen your relationship with God?”  Would you be interested in being on the Service Ministry Team or do you know of an opportunity the church may want to be involved in?  How might you even pursue a service project on your own?  Who are those in need and how might you serve them?  You could visit those in nursing homes or prisons.  You could write letters of encouragements to missionaries or inmates.  You could collect items to donate to a charity. There are so many ways to be salt and light in this world.  How might you become saltier and shine a little brighter in this world of great need?

To serve others requires humility and sacrifice.  As we serve we recognize we are our brother’s and sister’s keeper.  While we serve we follow in the footsteps of Christ.  When we recognize the Christ in others and see them through God’s eyes, we better understand how God sees us as well.  After we serve, we are invited to come into the presence of God and here those words, “Well done, good and faithful servant.” 
Be on the lookout next year for a step up in our service efforts as a church.  Prayerfully contemplate ways you could get involved.  Commit to doing one service project a year, or a quarter, or a month as your time and ability allows.  My prayer is that Mulberry will be known as a serving, giving, and loving church.  I hope your prayer might be, “Lord Jesus, as it would please you bring me someone today whom I can serve.”  
And all God’s people said, “Amen!”
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August Session Highlights

1)  Session voted to reduce the next three classes of elders by 1 person, from a class of 5 people to 4 people.  This will begin with this year’s 
new class of 2012.
2)  Mulberry has bought 5 one minute radio spots to air December 14-18 at 7:45 AM on 102.9 Lite under their new program “Lite for Your Life.”  
Tune in Monday through Friday to hear other Presbyterian stories at 7:45 AM.
3)  A Service Ministry Team will be created to focus on service and mission

 opportunities for our congregation.  Please talk with Chris if you
 want to join.

4)  A Peacemaking Offering will be collected annually on Worldwide Communion Sunday, October 4 as part of our denomination’s four nationwide offerings including Joy Gift, One Great Hour of Sharing, and Pentecost Offering.

5)  Rev. Arvin Tenbrink will be our Homecoming Preacher on
 October 18, 2009.

6)  Sandra Rhyne and Hank Sadler were elected as commissioners to the September15 Presbytery meeting in Harrisburg.

7)  Vance Schrum (chair) and Barbara Campbell (vice chair) were elected as the two Session representatives to lead the Nominations Committee.  A congregational meeting was set for Sunday, September 21 to elect the 4 other people to be a part of the Nominating Committee (a Men of the Church, a Women of the Church, a Youth, and an at-large member).

8)  Ken Fuquay gave a wonderful presentation about his findings studying Mulberry Church with some very good discussion that followed.

9)  A proposal for a cry room was discussed and postponed to September due to lack of time.  The proposed cry room would have a sound speaker, glass in the bifold
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 doors, and a comfortable setting for parents who wish to take their young children to a more private area.   
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	"Renewed in the Spirit" ~ Henry Sadler, Clerk of Session

Ephesians 4:23 "...to be made new in the attitude of your minds"
This is the theme for our Stewardship Program this Fall.  Mulberry

has experienced a new and growing Spirit that has been awakened

in our church family over this past year.  Let us celebrate and continue to grow this Spirit in every aspect of our lives and in all of our ministry here.  Chris wants passionately to build on this as she has begun to share with us her plan to encourage "intentional spiritual practices" in all that we do.  She also encourages us to expand our missions efforts and determine what we are here to do.  "What does this have to do with our Stewardship Campaign?" you might ask.  I read this recently: "We don't give to the Church because it has needs;  we give to the Church because it meets needs!"  Let us be passionate about nurturing our Christian Spirit and passionate about meeting needs of others.



	


“The Shack” 
A Discussion Group

     Many of you have read the book, or at least heard of it, called “The Shack.”  It is a fictional novel that has made its rounds in both the Christian and secular communities.  In it the main character who has experienced a great tragedy wrestles with his faith and his relationship with God.  God invites him to spend a weekend with the three person Trinity.  Hard questions are asked about evil and suffering, about forgiveness, about language and images for God, about how God operates in this world, about free will, and many other issues that are of relevant concern to us today.  Some have asked for a discussion group to talk about these issues and about the book in general.  For two consecutive Sundays, September 20 and 27 from 5:00 – 6:30 PM, we will gather in the fellowship classroom to talk about these questions and how the “answers” are presented in this book.  All are welcome so spread the news to family, friends, and co-workers.  The book is an easy read and there is plenty of time to pick up a copy before the class begins.  I’m sure there are many that would lend you their book if you didn’t want to buy it.  If you’d just like to join the class without the book, you are welcome as well.  This informal gathering will be a great time to ask questions and explore what our faith means to us and how it relates to the challenges we face in this world.  See you then!
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“Lord, Teach Us to Pray”

How is your prayer life?  Is it what you always hoped it would be?  Would you like to deepen your prayer life or learn alternative forms of prayer?  Prayer is the primary way we communicate with God…and God communicates with us.  We often think of prayer as sitting in a chair, closing our eyes, folding our hands, and talking to God.  But there is so much more!  Come to this 7 week class to learn more about prayer, practice different forms of prayer, and discuss our joys and challenges with prayer.  We will be using the “Lord, Teach Us to Pray” resource folder from the PCUSA denomination.  Two simultaneous classes will be offered on Thursdays beginning on September 10.  One class will be offered on Thursday mornings from 10:00 – 11:30 AM and the other in the evenings from 6:30 – 8:00 PM.  Each class will have identical information.  A suggested donation of $10 is requested from each participant to defray the cost of materials.  See Chris for more information or if you would like to look at the material ahead of time.  Prayer is the fundamental spiritual practice of deepening our relationship with God.  Come and see what God has in store for you!
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Lynda Springs , Curtis Johnson, 
Robert Stone , Kristine &Tim Guy, Xander Guy, Linda &Jack  Guy, 
Joan Kaul, Anna Price, 
Gladys Austin, Mildred Cathey, 
Lois Andrews & Juanita Holt,
Steve Harkey,

 


Pete & Karen Slobodzinski
Our Homebound & Nursing Home Residents.
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4- Janie Cochran & Curtis Johnson, 
10- Susan Simpson &Anna Price, 14- Wendy Sawyer, 15- Sherry Ratliff, 21- Jill Wiggins,  Chris Stone & Mike Stone, 24- Barbara Alexander & Maximus Huck, 25- Marilyn Egel & Hank Sadler Jr., 
26- Christina  (Brown) Crump, 27- Casey (Wiggins) Chickering, 30- Robert Stone & Earl Springs
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USHERS
1st Sunday- Jeff Whitley, Bill Thomason, Lillian Williamson, Vance Schrum

2nd Sunday- Earl Springs, Nelio Carrasco, Denise Kuebler, Sandra Rhyne

3rd Sunday- Mack Cochran, Sonny Brown, Brenda Hendricks, Linda Sadler

4th Sunday- Ashley Barnette, Karen & Ronnie Williamson, Lisa Falkner

5th Sunday- Youth

CHURCH LOCK-UP                          NURSERY SCHEDULE
1st Sunday- Jeff Whitley


       September 6- Sonny & Glenda Brown
2nd Sunday- Earl Springs 

                   September 13- Edna Carver & Denise Kuebler 

3rd Sunday- Mack Cochran


       September 20- Vickie Aldridge & Lisa Falkner
4th Sunday- Ashley Barnette 


       September 27- Bev Sadler & Kayla Sadler
5th Sunday- Jeff Whitley


        

ACOLYTES                                         LITURGISTS

September 6 - Chole Cochran & Nicole Sadler     September 6 - Phil Egel
September 13 - Brysen Barnette & Ian Falkner     September 13 - Linda Sadler
September 20 - Jessica Miller   

         September 20 - Earl Springs 
September 27 - Savannah Sadler 
         
         September 27 - Jana Barnette
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Circle #3 (N.U.T.S.) are asking for donated bars of soap (i.e. Dove, Ivory, Jergens, etc.) to be given to the Southern Correctional Institution for Women in Troy, NC.  There are 500 Women residing there and greatly appreciate your donations.
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· The next meeting for Circle #1 will be Tues., Sept. 1st at 10:00 a.m.
· The next meeting for the YAH will be Tues., Sept. 8th at 11:00 a.m. all attendees requested to bring a covered dish
· The next meeting for N.U.T.S. will be Sunday, September 6th after Worship
· The next meeting for the Knit Wits will be Wed., Sept. 23rd at 10:00 a.m.
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The Pictorial Directories by Olan Mills are still available.  You may stop by the Church Office for a copy.  (First come, first served.)
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DON'T FORGET TO HAVE LUNCH AT CICI'S PIZZA WITH REV. CHRIS ON THE 4TH THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH!  THE NEXT LUNCH DATE IS THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24TH AT 12:00 NOON.  A PORTION OF THE PROCEEDS ARE GIVEN TO MULBERRY.
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THESE UPCOMING ANNUAL EVENTS AT MULBERRY PRESBYTERIAN!
Human Trafficking & Modern-Day Slavery: Practical Tools for an Effective Response Thursday, 

September 3, 2009 ~ 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.                                                                                             Mulberry Presbyterian Church    

For Questions Please Contact Debbie Wilkinson at 

704-535-9999, ext. 213 or
debbie.wilkinson@presbyofcharlotte.org
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Join Us Friday, 
September 4th at 7:15 p.m. for a Knight's Baseball game to benefit "Rebound".  
Tickets are $10.00.



Sunday, September 6th:  
Mulberry's Annual Ice Cream Social At 5:00 p.m.  

Bring your ice cream cakes & cookies and let's have lots of fun!



Monday, September 7th is Labor Day.  The Church Office will be closed.



Tuesday, September 8th  at  11:00 a.m. YAH  are meeting and all attendees are requested to bring a covered dish... 
                                               [image: image2.wmf]
"Lord, Teach Us To Pray" Class with Rev.Chris
Thursday, September 10th through October 29th: 
[image: image3.jpg]: e“\‘:“"‘\“

W euristina
< (Carrasco



 from 10:00-11:30 a.m. or
 6:30-8:00 p.m. (There is a $10.00 suggested donation to cover class materials).
 Rev. Chris will also be hosting a class on Sunday, September 20th and Sunday, September 27th from 5:00-6:30 p.m. on "The Shack".

Saturday, September 12th is the PW Fall Gathering at Marks Creek Presbyterian Church in Hamlet, NC.
8:30 a.m. Registration & 9:00 a.m. Program


Sunday, September 13th
Mulberry's 3rd Annual Fellowship Picnic at Fellowship Point at Lake Norman
Following Worship

Mulberry Congregation,

The Fla Marks Family wants to thank everyone for your kindness to us at this sad time. Your prayers, food and love we appreciate immensely.  We are so fortunate to have such a wonderful Church Family. 







~Helen and Family


Sunday, September 13th is RALLY DAY!



Just a Reminder:  There is a Presbytery meeting on Tuesday, September 15th at 9:00 a.m. at the Harrisburg Presbyterian Church in Harrisburg, NC.


Women of the Church
Your Coordinating Team met on Sunday, August 23rd to discuss plans for the upcoming year.  One item of new business that was brought up is the rising costs of our study guide.  The following motion was made and approved – In September we will collect $10.00 yearly dues from each circle member to help defray costs.  This amount may be paid in full or monthly at your circle meeting.    

~ WOC Coordinating Team


Sunday, October 4th is
 World Communion Sunday and 
the Peacemaking Offering.

The Charlotte CROP Hunger Walk
Sunday, October 4th at 2:30 p.m.
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Concert Saturday, October 17, 2009 7 p.m.
@ Bojangles Coliseum ~ Tickets are $35.25 each

Youth encouraged, but all can attend...

if you are interested in going, please see

Beverly Sadler by Tuesday, September 8th


Mulberry's Homecoming will 
be Sunday, October 18th!

Come and celebrate Mulberry's Homecoming Sunday, 

October 18th...Guest Minister Rev. Arvin Ten Brink

If anyone would like to sing on Homecoming Sunday with the 



Mulberry Chancel Choir ... Please See Sharon Whitley

Saturday, OCtober 24th Mulberry Presbyterian Women 

Kickoff luncheon @ Noon
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Mulberry's Annual Trunk or Treat
is coming soon in October!
Volunteers to decorate your trunk are needed.
More information to follow...
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