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  PERMIT NO. 1896

The Challenges and Blessings of Stewardship

By Chris Carrasco

As the fall approaches, football gets into full swing, and the leaves start to turn color, that can only mean one thing:  It’s Stewardship time!  By now you have received two letters.  One came from me introducing the stewardship process this year and encouraging you to participate in it.  The second came from Session and the Stewardship Team that is more specific about what we are doing this year and how you can be involved with a pledge card included.  If you did not receive these letters or have misplaced your pledge card, please call the church office and we will be happy to send another to you.


In practical terms, pledging allows your Finance Committee and Session to plan and prepare for the upcoming year.  We are able to make better decisions about what we can do financially and what we are limited in doing with staff, programming, and maintenance issues.  In order to make those kinds of decisions in a timely manner, the Stewardship Team is requesting that your pledge be received between September 21 and November 2.  We have big plans for next year and we need your help if they are to become a reality.  But pledging is not only for the purpose of “fundraising” for the church budget and programs.  At its core, pledging is a faith issue.  It is an opportunity every year to ponder God’s meaning in your life, to re-evaluate God’s priority in your life, and to reflect that priority in your giving.  


Some of you practice the spiritual discipline of tithing, giving 10% of your income to the church.  It is one of the oldest and most challenging disciplines because it cuts to the center of what is important in our lives and how much we are willing to sacrifice for God’s ministry through this church.  The discipline begins in the Old Testament:  "All tithes of herd and flock, every tenth one that passes under the shepherd’s staff, shall be holy to the Lord." (Leviticus 27:32) and then again, "Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in my house, and thus put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts; see if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an overflowing blessing."  (Malachi 3:10)  That’s not to say if you tithe you will have no worries.  It’s not an insurance policy.  But when God is first in our lives AND our checkbooks, there are many 

blessings that God can then provide for us.

Try this experiment: take your income you expect to make this year and divide it by how much you expect to give to the church this year.  What percentage is it?  1%, 2%, 5% or 8%?  Aren’t you curious?  This information has been very helpful in my life as I have tried to increase 1% or even ½% every year until I have been able to reach the tithing amount.  It has been a very meaningful spiritual discipline in my life as I write a check each month, the FIRST check for each billing cycle, to the church.  Every time I do it, it reminds me of my tithe to God, the importance of God in my life, and that even in the midst of bills to pay, or debts, or financial pressures, God is my true security and hope for the future.


  Perhaps this year, you will take the next step, stepping up your pledge by ½% or 1% and see what happens.  Do you miss that additional money?  Do you have to change your lifestyle slightly?  Is it a burden or a blessing to you?  God calls us in different ways to practice different disciplines.  This one may be for you, or it may not be.  But I believe God does challenge us in a variety of ways, including what we pledge every year.  This year accept that challenge and be a part of the exciting blessings God is pouring out on you and on Mulberry Presbyterian Church.  And all God’s peoples said, "Amen"!
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Just a Reminder from the 2nd Stewardship Letter:


In order to emphasize the importance of these pledges, we ask that you respond with your pledge card early; beginning Sunday, September 21st until Dedication Sunday, November 2nd.  To encourage your early pledges you will receive the following recognition and awards:

By September 28th you will receive a God Medal

By October 12th you will receive a Silver Medal

By October 26th you will receive a Bronze Medal


Pledges received on Dedication Day will be appreciated just as much.

All medal winners, including family, will eat free at our BBQ-Bake Sale/Bluegrass/Gospel Celebration on November 7th.

Henry Sadler, Chairperson, The Stewardship Committee
You Can Hear God’s Call in Your Life!

By Chris Carrasco

Have you ever wondered what God wants you to do with the “rest of your life?”  Have you ever asked if God has a purpose for you?  Have you ever wondered if those “call” stories in the bible, how God chooses a person for a specific task, still happen today?  Are you just interested in learning more about the Bible and how God speaks to people today?  Then this class is for you!  Using a variety of biblical texts, we will explore how we can hear God’s voice in our lives and figure out what God’s purpose is for us.  
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There is no book to purchase, though we will be basing much of the class on Ben Campbell Johnson’s book Hearing God’s Call: Ways of Discernment for Laity and Clergy.  The outline for the class is below.  We will meet on Thursday mornings from 10:00 – 11:30 AM from October 16 thru November 20.  Can’t make it then?  Don’t worry!  The same class will be offered on Thursday evenings from 6:00 – 7:30 PM starting in January.


Please talk with Chris if you have any questions or need other information.  Otherwise, we’ll see you at the church on Thursday, October 16th at 10:00 AM. 
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Please join Rev. Chris Carrasco Thursday mornings from 

10:00-11:30 a.m. 

for Discernment Classes.

October 16: Class One - Does God have a call for YOU?

October 23: Class Two - How Do We Know if our Call is from God?

October 30:  Class Three - Wrestling with Our Call, with God, & with Ourselves
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November 6:  Class Four - Putting Our Call in to Action

November 13: Class Five - Living Into Our Call Individually and as a Congregation

November 20: Class Six - What's Next?
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Please join Mulberry Sunday, October 5th for World Communion Sunday.
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Mulberry would like to extend a warm welcome to our guest pastor, Rev. Elizabeth Hyland.  

She will be joining us on Sunday, October 5th for 

World Communion Sunday.

Rev. Elizabeth Hyland has been a hospital chaplain for the past twelve years and most recently served at Lake Norman Regional Medical Center in Mooresville.  She is a Charlotte native, avid gardener and NASCAR fan.  She is the past president of the North Carolina Chaplains' Association and is writing a book for health care workers about ways to offer better spiritual care to their patients.

Rev. Hyland would like to thank everyone for inviting her to preach at Mulberry.
