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Mulberry Presbyterian Church

5600 Tuckaseegee Road

Charlotte, NC 28208

Phone/Fax (704) 392-1030

Email: mulberrypc@bellsouth.net
www.mulberrypc.com


The Year of Spiritual Practices:  Stewardship
By: Rev. Chris Carrasco

In the past few newsletters we have explored some of the common spiritual practices of the Christian tradition: scripture, prayer, worship, and service.  But did you know that stewardship is also a spiritual practice?  Contrary to popular belief, it is not a fundraising campaign nor environmentalism. Stewardship leads us closer to God.  It is rooted in the belief “the earth is the Lord’s and ALL THAT IS IN IT.”  (Psalm 24:1)  The lie our society wants us to believe is “the earth is OURS and all that is in it.”  Stewardship allows us to treasure each person, each possession, each creature, and each day as a gift from God to be used for God’s purposes.  What a radical idea!  The repercussions of living out stewardship as a spiritual practice are never ending.


We might begin with being good stewards of the earth.  What are we doing to reduce, reuse, and recycle?  Go through your trash one day and see how many items you can recycle.  Or next time you go grocery shopping, decline the plastic bags in favor of reusable cloth ones. How are we decreasing our carbon footprint in this world?   Consider the fuel efficiency of your vehicle.  Consider getting those silly looking squiggly light bulbs.  Are we keeping the earth as clean as we can?  When you go for a walk, take a small bag with you and pick up the trash you see as you go.  There is much we can do to become better stewards of God’s creation.


We are also called to be good stewards of those we meet.  The way we treat others is an expression of stewardship.  How are you a good steward of the waitress who brings you food or the store clerk ringing up your purchases?  You might strike up a conversation or take the time to remember their name.  How are you acting as a friend to those you work with, live by, and grew up with?  Listen to their stories, hopes, and dreams.  Get in touch with them on a regular basis.  Are you being a good steward of the family God has given to you: parents, spouse, children, grandchildren?  Treat them as the most precious people in the world.  Say “I love you,”  “I’m sorry,” and “I’m here for you” on a regular basis.  The people that cross our path in this life are gifts from God.  We are called to be good stewards of those relationships. 


Stewardship also involves taking good care of the bodies and life God has entrusted to us.  Do we understand our bodies to be God’s temple and treat them as such?  Regular exercise, good eating habits, and enough sleep are wonderful ways to keep our temples in working order.  Is each day a present from God to be enjoyed to the fullest?  Balance your life with work and play and prayer and community.  Life itself is God’s gifts to us.  What we do with it is our gift to God.  Use it wisely.


Of course, stewardship influences how we spend our money.  By looking at your checkbook or debit account is it obvious that God is at the center of your life?  Is God pleased with how you are using the money entrusted to you?  How might you better give your money to the causes that are closest to God’s heart?  Spend some time praying over your money and ask God to guide you in how to spend it.


Stewardship is much more than meeting a church budget.  It is a spiritual practice that takes years to turn into a way of life.  In this stewardship season, broaden your definition of stewardship to include the earth, one another, and life itself as well as your possessions.  The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it!  Believe it.  Claim it.  Live it.  And all God’s people said, “Amen!”

September Session Highlights

Every month, a brief summary of Session actions will be published in the Messenger as a way to better communicate the significant decisions being made at Mulberry.  
1)  Noelle Damico sent a letter thanking Mulberry for a wonderful job hosting the Human Trafficking workshop.

2)  The Regional Multicultural Fest will be Oct. 30-31 at First Presbyterian in Charlotte.  All are encouraged to attend with Rev. Chris. 

3)  Mulberry will host the July 2010 Presbytery meeting.

4)  A cry room is being created in the back of the sanctuary.  It will have glass panes in the bi-fold doors, a speaker, and appropriate furniture for infants and their parents.

5)  Session reflected on a presentation by Ken Fuquay about the church.  We would like the congregation to hear this presentation and scheduled it for November 1 after worship.  

6)   Susan Wills is our new administrative assistant and has started Union Seminary at Charlotte this year.  Please give her a warm Mulberry welcome.

7)  The office will be closed every year from Christmas Day through New Year’s Day.

8)  The pastor will be able to put into savings any unused Continuing Education money at the end of the year for future continuing education events, including a possible sabbatical in her seventh year.

9)  Communion was set for October 4, World Communion Sunday, by intinction.

10)  Ken Fuquay will be preaching on Men of the Church Sunday, October 11.

11) A 50/50 Raffle will be held during the barbeque and bake sale November 6-7.

12)  Session will now alternate its meeting between 8:00 AM and 6:00 PM.  We will next meet October 25th at 6:00 PM.

Session will meet on Sunday, October 25th at 6:00 p.m.

Lynda Springs , Curtis Johnson, 
Robert Stone , Kristine &Tim Guy, Xander Guy, Linda &Jack  Guy, 
Joan Kaul, Anna Price, 
Gladys Austin, Mildred Cathey, 
Lois Andrews, Juanita Holt, 

Steve Harkey, Pete & Karen Slobodzinski and our Homebound & Nursing Home Residents.

3-Sharon Whitley & Ben Green, 
4- Betty Thomason, 5- Ashley Barnette, 
7- Lynn Plemmons & Linda Gaskey, 
14- Ginger Egel Evans & Kayla Sadler, 
20- Elaine Brown & Greg Rhyne, 
24- Martha Graham, 25- David Carpenter

USHERS
1st Sunday -Jeff Whitley, Bill Thomason, Lillian Williamson, Vance Schrum

2nd Sunday - Earl Springs, Nelio Carrasco, Denise Kuebler, Sandra Rhyne
3rd Sunday - Mack Cochran, Sonny Brown, Brenda Hendricks, Linda Sadler
4th Sunday - Ashley Barnette, Karen & Ronnie Williamson, Lisa Falkner
5th Sunday - Youth

CHURCH LOCK-UP                      NURSERY SCHEDULE
1st Sunday- Jeff Whitley                                   October 4 - Mack & Hope Cochran
2nd Sunday-Earl Springs                                   October 11 - Ronnie & Karen Williamson
3rd Sunday-Mack Cochran                               October 18 - Nelio Carrasco & Jill Benton
4th Sunday-Ashley Barnette                             October 25 - Vance & Linda Schrum
5th Sunday - Jeff Whitley


   

ACOLYTES                                    LITURGISTS

October 4 - Chloe Cochran & Nicole Sadler  October 4 - Sonny Brown
October 11 - Brysen Barnette & Ian Falkner  October 11 - MOC Sunday
October 18 - Jessica Miller


    October 18 - Rev. Chris Carrasco 


October 25 -
Savannah Sadler

    October 25 - Jim Brown

CHILDREN'S WORSHIP         CHILDREN"S SUNDAY SCHOOL
October 4 - Brenda Hendricks & Jessica Miller  October 4 - Patsy Caudle
October 11 - Linda Zagar & Brysen Barnette     October 11 - Jana Barnette
October 18 - Denise Kuebler & Jessica Miller   October 18 - Denise Kuebler 


October 25 -Jana Barnette

                  October 25 - Phil & Marilyn Egel


Mark your calendars for these special events:

October 11th Mulberry Men leading worship and singing!
Rehearsals for the Men's Choir will be at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary; Oct. 4th and Oct. 11th.
The Mulberry Men of the Church Award will be presented during the service as well. 
If you are interested in participating in the service or the choir please see Ashley Barnette or Sharon Whitley.
October 13th Young At Heart lunch and movie at 11:30 a.m. with a Po'Boy lunch at 12:00.  Afterward Linda Schrum will show the film Pray the Devil Back to Hell. This award winning film tells the remarkable story of Leymah Gbowee, the courageous Liberian woman who rallied women of many faiths into a full-blown, all women peace initiative to end the 14-year old Liberian civil war.

October 17th Casting Crowns Concert  7 p.m. at Bojangles Coliseum. Tickets are $35.25. Youth encouraged, but all welcome!!! For more information contact Beverly Sadler.
October 18th  121st Homecoming Sunday  The Reverend Arvin Ten Brink will be delivering the sermon and there will be special music from the Chancel Choir.  Following the worship service there will be a covered dish meal in the Britt Stokes Fellowship Hall.  If you would like to sing with the choir on Homecoming please see Sharon Whitley. Rehearsals are on Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. 
October 24th Presbyterian Women Kickoff Luncheon at noon in the Fellowship Hall.
October 31st Annual Trunk or Treat and Hayride 4:00 - 6:00 pm. Volunteers to decorate your trunk are needed. Please sign up in the narthex.
November 6th  Men and Women of the Church Annual BBQ and Bake Sale 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. Plate of 3 sandwiches or one pound bulk: $8.00

Delicious Baked Goods and Casseroles from Mulberry's Fabulous Cooks!!

November 7th Men and Women of the Church Breakfast, Bake Sale and Yard Sale  8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. For Sale: Sausage Biscuits for Breakfast, BBQ Sandwiches for Lunch. Bake sale and yard sale table rentals: 1 for $10 or 2 for $15  If you would like to participate or donate items contact Annette Pearson. You may begin to bring your items to the church fellowship hall on Nov. 2nd.
It's time to start thinking about Christmas! The Chancel Choir has begun rehearsing for the Christmas Cantata, which will be performed on Dec. 20th at our 11 a.m. service.  If you have always wanted to sing in the choir, but can't make the long term commitment then this is a great opportunity for you!  Rehearsals are Wed. at 7:30 p.m. See Sharon Whitley for more information.

2009 Mulberry Ministry Teams

Buildings & Grounds Ministry Team; meets on an as needed basis.  Chair Person:  Vance Schrum. Members: Earl Springs, Ronnie Williamson.  
Business Ministry Team; meets every 3rd Sunday of the month at 9:45 a.m.  Chairperson:  Mack Cochran.  Members:  Glenda Brown, Ashley Barnette, Sandra Rhyne, Jeff Whitley.  Christian Education Team; meets 3rd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m.  Chair Person:  Linda Sadler.  Members:  Bev Sadler, Linda Zagar, Patsy Caudle, Brenda Hendricks, Jana Barnette, Kaitlyn Whitley, Kayla Sadler.  
Fellowship Ministry Team; meets 2nd Sunday of the month after Worship.  Chair Person:  Annette Pearson.  Members:  Linda Champion, Patsy Caudle, Sandra Rhyne, Jane Guy.  Nurture Ministry Team; meets 3rd Sunday of the month after Worship.  Chair Person:  Mike Hood.  Members:  Lillian Williamson, Annette Pearson, Margaret Harkey, Patsy Caudle, Barbara Campbell & Lisa Falkner, Ex Officio.  
Outreach Ministry Team; meets 2nd Sunday of the month after Worship.  Chair Person: Henry Sadler.  Members:  Jack Guy, Mark Zagar, Nelio Carrasco, Rachel Ranson, Linda Sadler.  Personnel Ministry Team; meets every other month.  Chair Person:  Hank Sadler.  Members:  Linda Schrum, Jim Brown.  
Worship Ministry Team; meets 3rd Sunday of the month after Worship.  Chair Person:  Karen Williamson.  Members:  Sharon Whitley, Lillian Williamson, Henry Sadler Denise Kuebler, Blake Barnette, & Mary Lib Stokes & Patsy Caudle (make the bread for communion).
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