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The Year of Spiritual Practices:  Hospitality
By: Rev. Chris Carrasco


With Thanksgiving and the holidays quickly approaching, it seems appropriate to examine the spiritual practice of hospitality.  I’m not talking about cooking delicious meals, cleaning the house, making up the guest bedroom, or buying an extra bottle of wine.  In fact, hospitality has nothing to do with those things.  So what do we mean when we talk about the spiritual practice of hospitality?


“Hospitality means receiving the other, from the heart, into my own dwelling place.  It entails providing for the need, comfort, and delight of the other with all the openness, respect, freedom, tenderness, and joy that love itself embodies,” writes Marjorie Thompson in her book Soulfeast.  Hospitality is essentially an expression of love.  It is an act of sharing who we are as well as what we have.  “Benedict says, ‘Be here; find Christ in the restless teenager, demanding parent, insensitive employer, dull preacher, lukewarm congregation.’…create a hospitable space for whoever and whatever God sends into [your] lives now.” (Elizabeth Canham in “A School for the Lord’s Service”)


“Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unawares.” (Hebrews 13:2)  Hospitality in biblical times was understood to be a way of meeting and receiving holy presence.  Although providing hospitality was risky, it was a risk taken in faith.  After all, the stranger just might be an angel—a messenger of God!


Professor of mission and evangelism Mortimer Arias tells us that the remarkable explosion of Christianity in the first century was due not only to the proclamation of the gospel, but to the extraordinary quality of Christian hospitality.  There must have been a quality of mutual respect and love in those early Christian communities that created hospitable space for very different people to enter and find a spiritual home.  Arias calls that attractive character of early Christianity “evangelization by hospitality.”  There was, for many, something irresistibly enticing about a community that saw Christ in friend and stranger.  Those outside the circle were drawn in like leaf tendrils to light.


The spiritual practice of hospitality is alive and well at Mulberry, but there is always room for improvement.  How could we be even more open, receptive, welcoming, and accepting of the visitor in our midst?   Do you see Christ in ALL those who attend worship on a Sunday morning?  What are ways we can follow up with our newcomers to let them know we appreciated their visit?  Do we allow people to be real and authentic in the church?  Are they able to share their hopes, dreams, fears, and doubts without fear of judgment or exclusion?  Are we ourselves able to be vulnerable enough to share our thoughts, opinions, and faith journey with those in our church community?  The more intentional we are about creating non-judgmental, sacred space for all people, members and visitors alike, the richer and deeper our spiritual practice of hospitality will be.


My friends, we have had lots of opportunities these past few weeks to entertain angels unawares as we receive more and more visitors every Sunday.  Whether or not they return depends upon our hospitality.  Whether or not they return depends upon our ability to unconditionally welcome them, accept them, and receive them into our midst.  Whether or not they return depends upon if we have been able to see the Christ in them and treat them as we would Christ himself.  Elizabeth Canham, author on the spiritual practices, also wrote, “…people do not enter our lives to be coerced or manipulated, but to enrich us by their differences, and to be graciously received in the name of Christ.”  May it be so at Mulberry Presbyterian Church!  And all God’s people say, “Amen!”
October Session Highlights

Every month, a brief summary of Session actions will be published in the Messenger as a 
way to better communicate the significant decisions being made at Mulberry.  

1)  Session approved a new fee schedule for future weddings at the church.

2)  Fellowship reported that plans were underway for the covered dish luncheon on November 1 after the Congregational Presentation as well as a Thanksgiving Dinner planned for November 19 at 6:00 PM.

3)  Chris will preach the Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service at Homestead UMC on Sunday, November 22 at 7:00 PM with refreshments to follow.

4)  We elected Ashley Barnette and Henry Sadler to be our commissioners at the December 1 Presbytery meeting at Pleasant Hill PC.

5)  Our December meeting will be Dec. 20 at 8:00 AM to better accommodate the Christmas Season.

6)  New members will join the church on November 15.

7)  Session talked about what it means to discern God’s will and how we make decisions on what we believe God’s will is for this church.

Noteworthy News
By Sharon Whitley


With the holidays quickly approaching, I want to let you know of two very important upcoming events in the music program.  First, on Sunday evening, December 6th at 7:00 p.m., the Mulberry Handbell Choir will present a Christmas Concert with dessert.  This concert will be in the Britt Stokes Fellowship Hall and will feature religious and secular Christmas music.  Then on Sunday, December 20th during the 11:00 a.m. Worship Service the Mulberry Chancel Choir will present the Christmas Cantata, "Welcome to Our World."  Please make plans to attend these special events at Mulberry and invite your family and friends.
Service Ministry Team

By the Service Ministry Team

The Service Ministry Team, designed to identify needs within our community that our congregation can help address had its first two meetings in October. Its members include:

Sandra Rhyne-chair                 
Hank Sadler

Sonny Brown                          

Glenda Brown-co-chair             
Henry Sadler 

Annette Pearson

Linda Schrum                          
Doris Woody

Lisa Falkner 

Chuck Stone


Pete Slobodzinski

 
Several mission opportunities were identified and divided into these categories: Ongoing missions, Seasonal missions, and Community missions.

 


"Operation First Aid" is our first ongoing mission, which will partner us with a local CMS school nurse to provide supplies for health rooms.  School nurses perform a vital role for students within the CMS system, insuring all students are properly immunized, and providing  health education and first aid for students and faculty.  For many students, the school nurse is their only link to health education and resources. With many budget cuts some schools cannot  maintain a well stocked health room with band-aids and tissues. Mulberry Presbyterian has partnered with West Mecklenburg High School and Tuckaseegee Elementary School to provide supplies for their health rooms.   Most items are small things you can pick up during your routine grocery or pharmacy shopping (band-aids, zip-lock baggies, tissues, juice boxes, hand sanitizer).  A list of suggestions and a collection box will be placed in the narthex, and donations will be delivered to the schools on a regular basis.

 


In November, our first seasonal project will be participating in the 13th annual WSOC-TV/Urban Ministry collection drive for the homeless.  As in the past, we will collect NEW hats, socks, gloves and backpacks for adults and children beginning Sunday, November 1st through November 29th. We will have a target item for each Sunday in the month, but donations are welcome anytime.  Watch your bulletin for more information.

 


In early 2010, we will discuss options for an ongoing community project and recruit volunteers to give their time, strong backs and enthusiasm as we reach beyond our walls to serve God's people. Your involvement can be as simple as picking up an extra box of tissues for the schools, or grabbing a bag of socks on your next trip to Wal-Mart. It doesn't take a lot of effort to make a difference, and if we all work together, imagine what a difference we can make.
Rev. Chris to Preach at Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service 

Mark your calendar to hear Rev. Chris preach at the annual Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service on Sunday, November 22 at 7:00 p.m. at Homestead United Methodist Church, 6729 Old Mount Holly Rd. Communion will be served. Please stay for the refreshments served afterward. A combined choir of all the churches will sing for the service. Please join them.
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