Mulberry Messenger
Mulberry Presbyterian Church
       Charlotte, NC 28208       (704) 392-1030
       July 23, 2008

Greetings Brothers and Sisters at Mulberry:


I have been asked to provide an article for the Messenger with observations from the 218th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, USA held in San Jose, CA June 20-28th. To serve the GA as a Commissioner was an honor certainly an opportunity to experience first-hand the work of our denomination and the inter-connected nature of the committee work and supporting agencies.


There were 973 Commissioners and Advisory Delegates at the GA.  The Presbytery of Charlotte had 13 Delegates which was one of the largest delegations from the 173 Presbyteries.  We were able to have representation on 13 out of the 17 committees of the GA.   It was estimated that there were over 3,000 attendees (in addition to the Delegates, there are Observers, General Presbyters, interested Clergy, Advocates for issues, General Assembly Staff and a host of others.  Some 1,500 volunteers helped with the operations.


The first order of business was the election of the Moderator, the Rev. Bruce Reyes-Chow - a 39-year old energetic new church development pastor in San Francisco.   Later in the week, the Rev. Gradye Parsons was elected Stated Clerk.  The Rev. Byron Wade was elected Vice Moderator - he is a pastor in Raleigh.


The business of the General Assembly made use of technology to its fullest.  Every Delegation was seated together and every Commissioner was assigned a specific seat at which was provided computer connections and an electronic key pad for use in voting.  Each Commissioner used a computer which was connected to PC-BIZ, connectivity software, which allowed each item of business to automatically appear on the computer screen.  The eliminated the large, heavy notebooks used previously at GA.  Each Commissioner was provided with access to the items coming before the General Assembly prior to going to San Jose on PC-Biz and was charged with preparing background from which to draw as the items were presented.


We were provided wireless connections in the Committee Meeting rooms and again worked using our computers.  I was assigned to the Peacemaking and International Issues Committee #11 randomly by computer.  It was a great fit for my interest and work in which I have been involved for the past 2-1/2 years as I  served as Chairperson for the Presbyterian Women’s Justice and Peace Committee of the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic.  


The Peacemaking and International Issues Committee was one of the largest committees with 79 members and a long agenda.  We had requests from 70 individuals to be allowed to address the Committee – we were able to hear from 50 of those persons.   The Committee Chairperson conducted the sessions with an on-going sense of balance and sought individuals addressing our group as well as within the group to speak to both sides of an issue and alternated mikes accordingly.   Our committee meeting time ran very long with one evening ending after 12:30 am.   The issues with which we dealt were very complex - the war in Iraq, war in Columbia and hostages there, Israel/Palestine conflict, food shortage in North Korea, crimes against women in many countries are just a few items covered.


The Committees met thru Wednesday and completed their recommendations to the GA for final vote.  The General Assembly was in full business session Thursday thru Saturday and completed a very long agenda.  Actions taken by the GA will affect our denomination - you are invited to the web site for these items www.pcusa.org/ga218/news.    I have been asked to meet with the Mulberry Session on July 28th and will provide action item highlights to them at that time.


In addition to a packed agenda, I was able to carve out time to attend;

· Women’s Orientation Breakfast [where our own Presbytery's Belinda Rice participated in a presentation from Women’s Advocacy Committee]

· Women of Faith Breakfast where we shared in the recognition of the Rev. Ann Hayman** as she received an award for her 25 years of work with prostitutes as Director of the Mary Magdalene project.   

· Peace Fellowship Breakfast where the Rev. Peggy Howland** received a Peacemaking Award in recognition of her 25 years of work in Peacemaking.  

· Peace Celebration Dinner was another great experience – we were told that Peacemaking is A Life Long Calling.

· Women's Advocacy Networking Reception - invitation only opportunity.


**both of these women were a part of the 52nd UN Commission on Status of Women which I attended in February.


The daily Worship Services provided an opportunity to center oneself and to recharge our spiritual batteries.  Times of prayer while in Committee and in business sessions allowed focus on leading of the Holy Spirit in our decision making.   Sunday Worship and Communion was a magnificent experience - local choirs and orchestras joined to provide a musical back drop for the message brought by Joan Gray, the retiring Moderator.  Communion was a moving experience.


One of the special things about the General Assembly was the opportunity to meet individuals from across the denomination that are committed to service to their Lord and their church – to have an opportunity to share a meal and conversation and to look forward to our paths crossing in the future as we continue work to foster our church’s mission.  Sharing of ideas, concerns, and prayers continue to strengthen our journey together.


This was my second opportunity to attend a GA meeting as a Commissioner – 25 years ago I attended the GA in Atlanta at which our two denominations merged – it was truly a life-altering experience.   This past GA was equally as rich in experience, renewal of one’s spirit thru daily worship services, opportunities learn from others, opportunities to renew friendships and make new friends, and be a part of the decision making body and to see our church at work.  It was an honor to serve and I appreciate being elected by the Presbytery of Charlotte to serve as a Commissioner.


The Delegation from the Presbytery of Charlotte gave a report to the July Presbytery Meeting held at Bethel Presbyterian Church on July 15.  It included a 1 1/2 hour Question and Answer Conversational Time prior to the Presbytery Meeting and a 30 minute presentation during the meeting.  I had the opportunity to moderate these sessions which included a short slide presentation which is available for viewing if there is interest.

In Christ's Service      Linda Schrum
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Please come and help us celebrate the 80th Birthday for 

Betty Hirst! 

Join us on Saturday, August 2nd 



in the Fellowship Hall 



from 4:00-7:00 p.m.

You may drop in or come and stay the entire time- whichever is the most convenient for you!

No Gifts Please!

Hope you can all come and help us celebrate Betty's Birthday!

There will be food served, so please RSVP, if possible, no later than July 29th, so that we may have a head count.

(Party given by Pam & 
    
Dave Falls and           
Beth & Tate Rust)
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Dear Mulberry Friends,
I wish to thank you for such a lovely retirement reception and Love Offering.  It was wonderful spending an afternoon with all of you who were so supportive over the years.  Again, thank you Mulberry!



In Christian Love,  Barbara Jacocks


Dear Church Family,
Thank you for including me in your patriotic Sunday on my 90th Birthday.  My heartfelt thanks for all the beautiful cards with the loving notes enclosed.  The telephone calls were a joy - the lovely gifts were a surprise and greatly appreciated.  As you know my only immediate family is Gilbert and Stephanie.  Gilbert had the opportunity to go to Novia Scotia that weekend but he was with us in spirit.  Having my sister and brother from South Carolina was an added joy.  Since my family is small and far away, my church family has been my family.  I love you all.  That day I could just feel the love enveloping me.  Thank you, Stephanie, for making such a happy day with the beautiful cake.  God Bless You All, 
Virginia Boggs McKnight

· The Women of the Church are currently looking for a treasurer.  If you would be willing to serve, please call Lisa Falkner or Sandra Rhyne.  Our new year begins in September and we would like to begin with a full complement of officers.  Please prayerfully consider this position as you WOC needs your help.


"For I Know the Plans I Have for You", 
Says the Lord.


No one, absolutely no one, LIKES change.  Some can tolerate it better than others.  Some don't mind it if it's the change they want to see.  But no one welcomes it with open arms and no strings attached.  Just having called me to be your minister and allowing me to preach in your pulpit every week, is a huge change form the ministers you have had in the past.  I congratulate you as members of

Mulberry Church for welcoming that change and helping to make it a smooth one for us all.  Now that my first 90 days are almost up (a reference from my installation service), the proberbial rubber will now start to hit the road.


Little changes, or chages that don't affect us personally, are a lot easier to accept.  So as one of our big steps forward, a website has been created: www.mulberrypc.com.  For those of you who don't have or use a computer, this change doesn't have a big impact on you.  But I believe as we start to let the world know what a great thing we have going on at this church, a website will be a huge help in giving people an idea of who we are.  We 
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hope to
plaster this website on bulletins, newsletters, outside marquees, and anywhere else we can think of getting the word out.  It is full of pictures and information about what this church does, and more importantly who this church is.  I invite you to visit this site and give me or the Outreach Committee your feedback on what you think.  Do you have suggestions for improvement?  We want to hear from you and are ready to change the website as we move forward.

Another big event taking place is the Session Retreat on August 17th.  Pray for us as we discern what God would have us be and do in this world.  We will be wrestling with questions such as "What is God's purpose for Mulberry Presbyterian Church?  Why do we exist as a church?  What is our mission?"  We may or may not have any great revelations in this time together, but it marks the beginning of a long journey of descerning the changes God would have us make to be more faithful to our calling as Christians and as a church.  

Yes, change is inevitable.  I once heard the phrase, "Either a church goes through the painful process of dying, or it goes through the painful process of change."  Out of those two options, I choose the later.  I have no doubt in these next years as change takes place, there will be disagreements as to the extent and type of change that is best for Mulberry.  My prayer is that we will honestly wrestle with the question, "What would GOD have us be and do in this time and place?" and then be courageous as we live into the answer to that question.  May we be able to put personal preferences aside for the good of the whole.  May we have enough humility to entertain the possibility that our preference may not be what God wants.  May we have enough love and community to stick it out together even when disagreements arise, and treat each other with respect and compassion even when we are on different sides of an issue.

I believe with all my heart that God has great plans for this church.  I have no doubt that God will guide us into those great plans.  Our decision that we must make together is if we will have enough courage, enough faith, and enough trust in each other and God to move forward into those great plans, even if they aren't exactly the plans we had in mind.  As for me, I remain excited and optimistic that we will be able to live into the plans that God has in mind for us, even if it does involve the process of change.


Rev. Chris Carrasco
