





         









        Mulberry Messenger








        









             MAY 2009
[Type text]


[image: image1.jpg]M O

Thank you
MULBERRY _C( )N! FREGATION

e——o"







         Mulberry


               Presbyterian

                     Church

        5600 Tuckaseegee Road

           Charlotte, NC 28208

       Phone/Fax (704) 392-1030
Email: mulberrypc@bellsouth.net
         www.mulberrypc.com
[image: image2.jpg]



[image: image3.jpg]



[image: image4.jpg]



The Year of Spiritual Practices

By Chris Carrasco

Can you believe this month marks our one year anniversary together?  Hard to believe isn’t it?  I like to call this past year the "Getting to Know You Year."  I have been in most of your homes by now, though I’m afraid a new baby has not quite allowed me to complete this process yet.  Rest assured if I haven’t visited with you, you will be at the top of my list when I return from maternity leave.  We have gone through one full year now, from a new church year, to stewardship season, then through homecoming, advent, and Christmas, and finally Ash Wednesday, Lent, and Easter.  We have experienced classes together at Vacation Bible School, and Thursday mornings in the Fall and Thursday evenings in the winter.  We have rearranged worship, gotten ministry teams up and running again, and reinvigorated Session with a new agenda and two retreats.  Add a six person confirmation class to the mix and a men’s softball team, and it’s safe to say we have all hit the ground running in our first year together.


As I look ahead to next year and read about church transformation, I am more and more aware how important our relationship with God is regarding the future of this church.  I am convinced God has amazing and wonderful plans for us, but we have to be intentional and diligent in listening to God as we discern what those plans are.  There are numerous opportunities ahead, from service and mission projects to alternate ways to use the spacious building God has entrusted to us to different evangelism possibilities.  How do all these opportunities fit into our future together?  Which programs or options do we incorporate into the life of this church?  Only God knows.  Which is exactly why I would like to call this next year together; "The Year of Spiritual Practices."  


Simply put, spiritual practices are the ways we connect with God.  They include first and foremost, prayer and scripture reading.  The more we immerse ourselves in prayer, in communicating with and listening to God, the better we will be able to hear what God is saying to us individually and as a church.  Scripture reading is equally important as the Holy Spirit uses ancient words anew to guide us and lead us down God’s path.  Other spiritual practices include worship, fasting, walking a labyrinth, having a prayer partner, and small groups in spiritual formation.  

(Continued on next page.)
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For the next year, we will explore together how we can deepen our spiritual 

lives.  Through Messenger articles, sermons, and classes we will experience together various ways we can connect and strengthen our relationship with God.  Is God calling us to begin a weekly prayer group or a faith sharing group?  How about a time of fasting?  Is God calling us to incorporate more prayer into our ministry team meetings or other gatherings at the church?  Is God calling us to create a prayer room or a labyrinth?  Let us be intentional on this journey of faith as we travel together discovering what God would have us be and do.  Won’t you join me in this Year of Spiritual Practices as we seek God’s guidance for our beloved church and its future?  And all God’s people said, "Amen!"
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A Note from Mulberry's

Administrative Assistant



Congratulations to Rev. Chris and Nelio Carrasco on the arrival of their new baby, Alex Antony Carrasco.  
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He was born on Sunday, 

March 22nd and weighed 6 lbs. 12 oz. 

and measured 19 ¾ inches long.
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Dear Mulberry Family,
             I want to thank 
Please accept my deepest everyone for the cards,
appreciation for all of the  flowers, calls and visits.  

prayers, phone calls,   Mulberry always shows
cards and hugs extended                                             their love and care
to me and  Sonny over the past year or                         for everyone.
so of my father's illness.  He passed                               I love you all,
peacefully and is now without loneliness                   Lillian Williamson
and pain and is with my mom.

In Christian Love,  Glenda & Sonny Brown


Mulberry would like to extend a warm thank you to, Rev. Elizabeth Hyland and Elder, Belinda Rice, for providing the Worship Services in Rev. Chris' absence.  
We would also like to welcome back Rev. Chris from her maternity leave on Sunday, May 24th, 2009.

Save the Date!

Please come to the Church Office Saturday, June 6th for Pizza 
and Office Cleanup from 9:00-12:00 p.m.
Your help is greatly needed and appreciated!


will be
Saturday, June 6th
at 7:00 p.m.

Please join us!


JOIN US AT PAW CREEK

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

SUNDAY JULY 19TH -

THURSDAY JULY 23RD
FOR VBS!

Camp EDGE (Experience & Discover God Everywhere)

            For Ages 4 - grade 5
                   Sunday, July 19th from 5:00-8:30p.m.
Monday, July 20th-Thursday, July 23rd from 6:15 - 8:30 p.m.
Bible Lessons          Food
                 Fellowship

      Crafts

  Music

            Friends

Come join Mulberry Presbyterian at Paw Creek Presbyterian Church for Vacation Bible School & bring a friend!
