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New Life

By Chris Carrasco

March will be an eventful month in the Carrasco household as well as the life of the church.  As preparations for new life and maternity leave are underway, I realize we are all preparing for new life in one form or another this time of year: new spiritual life offered through the cross and resurrection, new life in this church as we continue to move forward in a positive direction, and new life in your personal situations as God continually transforms you.  Yes, there is much new life going on in the month of March, also reflected in creation and the dawning of flowers and spring.


Although the doctors say that the Carrasco new life is due March 28, we all know that new life will come when and where it will.  Barring any unforeseen circumstances, I will begin maternity leave on Sunday, March 22 and return on Monday, May 18.  Session along with the search committee has granted a generous six weeks of paid maternity leave.  Nelio and I are very grateful for this time as we adjust going from a family of three to a family of four.  I am also going to take two weeks of my vacation after these six weeks, making my leave a total of eight weeks. 

In those eight weeks, I have asked Rev. Elizabeth Hyland to return and preach for us on a regular basis.  She led worship the first Sunday of October last year.  She will conduct our worship services on March 22, April 19, May 3, 10, and 17 as well as on Maundy Thursday.  A familiar face to the congregation, Belinda Rice will lead both the Sunrise and 11:00 services on Easter Sunday.  I trust you will welcome these two preachers with open hearts and arms while I am away.  In addition, our children will lead their annual Lenten Service on March 29; an Easter cantata will be performed on Palm Sunday April 5, and our Presbyterian Women’s Sunday will be April 26.  Rest assured, you will have quality worship leadership while I am away.


After the first week with the new baby, Nelio and I welcome any visits you would like to make (as long as you don’t have a cold!).  We will notify the prayer chain, the Clerk of Session, and the church office as soon as the exciting news becomes available.  Also, after the first week I will be available for any emergency pastoral care situations that may arise and I will be there for you in your time of need.

Yes, March is a month of new life in many different ways.  As you walk your Lenten journey, reflect on the new life God is growing in you, the new life you witness in creation, and the new life the Carrascos are about to bring into the world.  We covet your prayers and look forward to celebrating this exciting time with you. 
Save the Date!

May 29th - May 31st, 2009

Presbyterian Women's Mountaintop Retreat, Blowing Rock, NC


The time is fast approaching for the annual women's retreat to the mountains.  For those who have been, you know it is a wonderful time of laughter, fellowship, good food, and time away with our God.  For those who haven't been, please take a moment to learn more about what the weekend is like, and prayerfully consider whether God is calling you to take some time to refill your well.


We leave Charlotte and car-pool to Blowing Rock on Friday morning.  You are free to arrive anytime after lunch, but definitely by 5:00 p.m.  We have dinner on Friday night at the Dan'l Boone Inn in Boone.  This is a family style restaurant that serves "home-style, Southern food".  Last year we had a delightful meal and no one went away hungry.  Following dinner, we regroup at the house for a brief time of announcements and introduction to our theme for the weekend.  The rest of the evening is spent just being together, either playing games, talking, or resting.


Saturday morning after breakfast, we begin our Bible study.  We will break at lunch time, and the afternoon is yours to spend however the Spirit moves you.  There are lots of things to do in Blowing Rock:  hiking the local trails, driving the Blue Ridge Parkway, shopping, and of course, great food.  Some ladies like to spend the day in town, shopping.  Others prefer to stay at the house and have lunch together, nap, walk or just chat.


We regroup Saturday afternoon and resume the Bible study, followed by dinner at the house.  Saturday night is a fun time of fellowship and relaxation, with a healthy dose of laughter.  We will end our time together with a Worship service on Sunday morning.  We try to be out of the house by late morning, so we can be back in Charlotte by mid-afternoon.


The cost of the retreat is $80.00.  This includes the rental of the house, all meals at the house, and retreat materials.  Fun and frivolity are included at no charge!  The house will sleep 20 people, and because of fire codes and liability, we are not allowed to go over that number.  All linens are provided, with the exception of bath towels.  The only things you will need to bring are your Bible, towels, and a "munchies" or snack to share.  

Spaces are going fast, so if you think you might be interested in getting away for the weekend, please call Sandra Rhyne at (704) 392-4591 or Lisa Falkner at (704-574-0688 to reserve your spot.  As of this printing, 14 ladies have already signed up.  We are also looking for drivers, so if you would be willing to drive, please let us know, as well as how many your car will seat.

Watch for updates about our retreat theme and special guest facilitator!!

2009 Treasurer's Report
Acct.
Description             2009  Budget      Total  Insurance & Property Tax  8,452.00
No.                                                                        Fellowship                                         500.00 

100  Minister Salary                      18,788.00       Total  Fellowship                              500.00
101  Minister Benefits                   14,228.00       Nurture                                              300.00
102  Minister's Car Allowance        3,000.00       Total  Nurture                                  300.00
103  Minister's SECA Tax               3,464.00       217  Outreach                                1,500.00
  104  Minister's Housing Allow      17,500.00       Total Outreach                             1,500.00
        Minister's Medical (FSA)         4,000.00       225 Stewardship                              300.00
        Minister's Childcare                 5,000.00       Total Stewardship                           300.00
        Minister's Discretionary Fund     500.00      206 Organist Supply Fund               390.00
105  Minister's Education Fund       2,500.00       207 Pulpit Supply                          1,000.00
Total  Pastoral Services                 68,980.00      208  Choir Expense                           750.00
108  Music Director                        14,940.00      231a Sound System Repairs/Parts    350.00
110  Admin. Assistant Salary         10,385.00      Total   Worship                              3,340.00
111  Sexton's Salary                        10,385.00     TOTAL OPERAT. BUDGET    176,093.00
112  Treasurer's Salary                      4,145.00     Capital Fund                                   7,784.50
113  Overtime                                                       Total  Capital Fund                       7,784.50
Total  Staff Salaries                        39,855.00     Ministry/To be Determined            2,042.50
201  Employer's FICA                       3,041.00     Total  Ministry/TBD                      2,042.50
203  Workers Compensation             3,582.00     Total  New Accounts                      9,827.00
219  Office Equip. Maint. Agree.      5,100.00     300 Denominational Causes           2,400.00
220  Office Supplies & Printing        3,000.00     301  Missionary Support
222  Postage                                       1,075.00     302  Community Support
Total  Administration                     15,798.00      303  Local Emergency Fund
209  Christian Education                   1,300.00      304  Scouting
230  Youth Group Program               1,400.00      305  Seminary Student
Total  Christian Education               2,700.00     
214  Paper & Cleaning Supplies        1,200.00     TOTAL BENEVOLENCE            2,400.00
215  Maint. Building/Furnace            3,200.00     TOTAL BUDGET                     188,320.00
226  Telephones                                 4,225.00 
227  Utilities (Power,Fuel, Water)   25,243.00 
     -  Duke Power             -  City of Charlotte 
 
  -  Piedmont Nat'l Gas 
211  Church Vehicle Repairs/Tag          500.00 
Total  Building and Grounds           34,368.00 
210  Church Vehicle Insurance           1,125.00 
215a   Property Tax                             2,200.00 
224  Property Insurance                       5,127.00
