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The Journey of Lent Begins

By Chris Carrasco


Lent itself is a journey.  It consists of the symbolic biblical number of 40 days as well as 6 Sundays before reaching the climax of Easter.  The motif of journey is reinforced by Luke’s Gospel as it describes Jesus’ intentions,  "When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem."  (Luke 9:51) While we don’t know if this was exactly 40 days plus 6 Sundays before his resurrection, we know that Jesus intentionally traveled toward the place of his execution.   And we are invited to walk that path also.

Lent is a time of transformation.  A time to take a spiritual inventory of our souls, to remember the preciousness of life, to re-dedicate ourselves to a deeper relationship with God, to re-commit ourselves to a life of love through service.  As everything else in the Christian life, Lent is rooted in prayer and communion with God.  Pray for God to guide you and show you how to take this spiritual journey this year.  For many it will begin with an Ash Wednesday service, using silence and reflection to understand more fully the ways we have not loved God or our neighbor as much as we could.  I hope you will join us on Ash Wednesday, February 25th at 7:00 PM for meditation, worship, repentance, and re-dedication of yourself to this special time in the life of the church.  

God may be challenging you to a change, however big or small, for this season of Lent.  Some take on a spiritual discipline, intentional times of prayer or Bible reflection or journaling.  Still others, as a spiritual discipline, choose to give up something for Lent.  Some give up thirty minutes a day to reflect on their life and how they see God working in it. Thirty minutes to pray, to read devotionals, to prepare their hearts for
(Continued on next page) 
Good Friday and Easter.  Some give up television, or media, or internet to wean themselves from the influences of our society.  Some give up chocolate, or desserts, or alcohol and allow life without those luxuries to remind them of the sacrifice Christ made for them.  It might seem trivial, but when a person reaches for that candy bar and then realizes that as a discipline they cannot eat it, it is a powerful and constant reminder of the Lenten season and the life, death, and resurrection of Christ.  Some give up food altogether as a fast, for a short time, to meditate on the love of Christ during those times they would normally eat.  An act of self-emptying before the One who emptied himself for us.

The season of Lent is a holy time for us Christians.  We are preparing ourselves for Passion Week: the trial, persecution, execution, and resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  In this next month and a half, set your face toward Jerusalem and make this a special time of preparation for the most important week of our faith.  God bless you on the journey!

Lent
By Ann Weems
Lent is a time to take the time

   to let the power of our faith story take hold of us,

a time to let the events

   get up and walk around in us,

a time to intensify

   our living unto Christ,

a time to hover over 

   the thoughts of our hearts,

a time to place our feet in the streets of Jerusalem

   or to walk along the sea and listen to his word,

a time to touch his robe

   and feel the healing surge through us,

a time to ponder and a time to wonder...
Lent is a time to allow a fresh new taste of God!

We would like to thank everyone for the many acts of love and sympathy given to us during the weeks of Britt's illness and at the time of his death.  Your prayers, calls, cards, visits, gifts of food and flowers and so much more were gratefully appreciated.  We are truly blessed with a loving and caring church family.  A special thanks to Rev. Chris for her words of comfort and for always being there for us.  Thanks again.  We love you,

Mary Lib, Bill, Linda & Ed.


Mark your calendars with upcoming events in march 2009
Sunday, March 1:  12:30-2:30 p.m. Last Confirmation class

 


              3:00-8:00 p.m. Annual Session Retreat (place TBA)
Friday, March 6:  6:00-9:00 p.m. Fellowship Dance with Hot dogs & 


 the trimmings

Sunday, March 8:  Time & Talents Sunday After Worship
Saturday, March 14:  Mulberry Men of the Church Pine Needle Sale
Saturday, March 21:  Yard Sale!  & Sausage Biscuits sale! By Cub 



       Scouts Pack #77
Saturday, March 28:  Rev. Chris' baby due date
Thursday, March 26:  Lunch at CiCi's Pizza; a portion of the proceeds 


       given to MPC

Sunday, March 29:  Children's Lenten Worship Service
