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Practicing Advent




By Chris Carrasco

Can you believe it’s Christmas time again?  ‘Tis the season for colder weather, bustling crowds, Christmas carols, nativity scenes, family gatherings, frantic shopping, and the familiar reading of the birth narrative of Jesus.  Are you ready?


If you’re not ready, you’re not the only one.  In fact, the church liturgical year has been set up to prepare us for such a wonderful, crazy, and holy season.  Advent reminds us of the coming of Christ into the world and into our lives once again.  It helps prepare us emotionally and spiritually to welcome Jesus into our hearts, to re-examine ourselves, to experience the wonder and mystery of "God-with-us."  How do you practice Advent?  How do you prepare yourself spiritually for Christmas?  


Some of you may still remember or use Advent calendars to practice the "countdown" to Christmas.  Opening a window every day with a scripture verse or picture or chocolate reminds us that we are in a special season and getting ready for an important event in our lives and in the church.  


For the first time, our family has its own advent candles.  Every evening we plan to light a candle and have a reading or a prayer, reminding us that Christ is coming and preparing our hearts and souls for His arrival.  You could easily make your own with just five simple candles set out designated for weeks one through four and then the Christ candle.  Children and adults both enjoy lighting and being a part of this tradition.


Another popular way to practice Advent at home is through a devotional book.  There are several Advent devotions in Christian bookstores or on the internet that one can use.  Reading a short story or scripture or prayer everyday is a helpful way to daily remember the reason for the season.


Finally, worship itself is a reminder of Advent as sermons, scriptures, decorations, and advent candles are part of each service.  Hearing the familiar scriptures, attending Christmas Eve services, and participating in worship keeps us grounded in the One whose birth we celebrate.  We leave reflecting on how we might celebrate this season and the way we want to live our lives during this time.  Gathering as a faith community helps us to practice Advent.


Yes, believe it or not, like it or not, the Christmas season is upon us.  How are you going to practice Advent and prepare yourself for the coming of Christ once again into our midst?
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Sunday, December 21st at 5:30 p.m.
There will be light refreshments to follow in the Fellowship Hall.
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The Billy Graham Library will have
Christmas caroling, carriage rides, story time 

for children, seasonal treats and a live Nativity Scene beginning December 1st through December 23rd during the evening hours from 6:00-9:00 p.m.


        
              Presents The Nutcracker!




Friday, December 5th at 7:00 p.m.




Saturday, December 6th at 1:30 p.m. & 5:30 p.m.





Sunday, December 7th at 2:30 p.m.




   Halton Theatre, CPCC Central Campus, Charlotte




 Tickets $16.00-$20.00 available at the Box Office 



or by calling (704) 330-6534
Charlotte Events in December:

Family Fun Saturday: Handmade Holiday Cards. 
Date: Saturday, December 13, 2008     Times:  10:30am-2:30pm.  Cost: $3-$6.
Location: Mint Museum of Craft + Design, 220 North Tryon St.

Phone: 704-337-2000.  Website: www.mintmuseum.org. 

Summary: Create holiday cards for friends and family. All ages.


Holiday Lights at the Garden. 
Start Date: Monday, December 08, 2008          End Date: Saturday, December 13, 2008

Times:  Tue.-Sun., 5–9pm.    Cost: $5-$10.
Location: Daniel Stowe Botanical Garden, 6500 South New Hope Road, Belmont.

Phone: 704-825-4490.  Website: www.dsbg.org.

Summary: Come see the gardens draped in holiday lights. This year the event will include a special focus on trains. 


Leonard Bearstein Symphony Orchestra. 
Date: Saturday, December 13, 2008       Times:  Mon.-Fri., 10am, 11am, noon, 1pm, 2pm, 5pm, 6pm; Sat.-Sun., hourly from 8-6pm.           Cost: Free

Location: Founders Hall, Bank of America Corporate Center, 100 N. Tryon St..

Phone: 704-716-8649.   Website: www.foundershall.com.

Summary: One of Charlotte’s favorite traditions returns to Founders Hall. The show offers a compilation of classics, including: “The Most Wonderful Time of the Year‚” “Jingle Bells,” “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer,” “Santa Baby,” “Santa Claus is Coming to Town” and many more. Check the Web site for updated performance times.

Lighting of the Green. 
Date: Saturday, December 13, 2008     Times:  4-7pm.     Cost: Free.

Location: Freedom Park, 1900 East Blvd.

Phone: 704 432-4280.  Website: www.parkandrec.com.

Summary: "Sleigh" rides around the decorated lake, a visit from Santa, holiday arts and crafts, hot chocolate and more! The evening concludes with with a fireside reading of "Twas the Night Before Christmas" and a lighting of the tree. 

McAdenville Christmas Lights. 
Date: Saturday, December 13, 2008        Website: www.mcadenville-christmastown.com.

Times:  Mon.-Fri., 5:30-9:30pm; Sat.-Sun., 5:30-11pm. Cost: Free.

Location: McAdenville, Exit 22 from I-85, west of Charlotte, east of Gastonia. 
Summary: The small town of McAdenville transforms into Christmas Town USA each holiday season. See Christmas lights and decorated trees and listen to caroling by local residents.
Check www.charlotteparent.com/calendar for more events in December!
