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Mulberry Presbyterian Church

5600 Tuckaseegee Road

Charlotte, NC 28208

Phone/Fax (704) 392-1030

Email: mulberrypc@bellsouth.net
www.mulberrypc.com
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The Year of Spiritual Practices:  Worship

By: Rev. Chris Carrasco

Worship is at the heart of what we do as a community of faith.  Soren Kierkegaard developed an analogy called "the theater of worship."  Most of us might envision this theater as the congregation being the audience, the pastor and musicians being the actors, and God being the director.  But Kierkegaard turned that idea upside down.  He proposed that God is really the audience, the pastor and musicians are the directors, and the congregation is the actor!  Worship is the act of the community of faith and one of our most important spiritual practices.


Why do you come to worship?  Surely there are a variety of good answers to this question.  To catch up with friends we haven’t seen in a week.  To feel good with inspiring music and a thought provoking message.  To make our spouse, our parents, or our children happy.  But ultimately, my hope is that we come to worship to experience the presence of God.  We gather to praise, honor, and glorify God our Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer.  We gather to offer ourselves to God’s will and to hear God’s Word to us.



Why is worship considered a spiritual practice?  What can you do to make worship a more fulfilling and spiritual experience?  While worship is planned by the pastor and music director, you have a part to play and an important role to fill.  


Begin with preparation.  Arrive 10-15 minutes early to worship.  If you participate in Sunday School, try to come to the sanctuary right after your class is over.  Sit in your pew and prepare your heart to encounter the living God.  Pray for our worship service.  Pray for the leaders and musicians.  Pray that you will be open to hearing God’s Word and aware of God’s presence during the worship.  When we arrive in a hurried and harried state, when we are late and rushing around, when we are socializing with others, it is much harder to receive God’s presence.  Take a few moments before worship to prepare yourself to experience God.


During worship it is easy to become distracted with work or family issues, where to go for lunch, or what to put on the grocery list.  Try to let those distractions go as you focus on God’s presence through the various parts of worship.  When singing, focus on the words and internalize them.  Make them your words to God.  When praying, make those your prayers to God.  When listening to scripture or the sermon, imagine what God’s message might be to you that day.  Ask the question, "God, what is it that you would like to tell me today?"

and then really listen throughout the entire service for the answer.  During times of silent prayer, lift up your prayers to God.  During the offering, instead of thinking of it as a fundraising campaign, see it as a rededication to God’s Will for your life.  Worship is very carefully put together to flow seamlessly with a theme throughout the entire service.  Take the initiative; accept the invitation to be an active participant with a heightened awareness of God’s presence in your midst.


After worship, in the days that follow, you may want to pray or journal about your worship experience.  What was God’s message for you?  How will you incorporate that into your life?  Perhaps you may also have some ideas for a worship service or how to make worship a more enriching experience.  Feel free to talk to Chris Carrasco or anyone on the Worship Ministry Team about your worship suggestions.


Most importantly, SHOW UP!  Be present, really present, as God reaches out to you through prayers, music, scripture, and sermon to touch your heart and your life on your faith journey.  Every Sunday at 11:00 AM is show time.  You’re the main attraction.  Light, camera, action!  How well will you act and participate in weekly worship?  What will you do to open yourself to God’s spirit?  How will the spiritual practice of worship at Mulberry Presbyterian Church shape you and mold you into the one God is creating you to be?
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"To worship is to quicken the conscience by the holiness of God, to feed the mind with the trust of God, to purge the imagination by the beauty of God, to open the heart to the love of God, to devote the will to the purpose of God."    ~William Temple
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July Session Highlights

Every month, a brief summary of Session actions will be published in the Messenger as a way to better communicate the significant decisions being made at Mulberry.  Please give Henry Sadler or Chris Carrasco any feedback you may have about this monthly section.
1)  We began with an opening devotion, reading of Philippians 4:6, prayer, and faith journey by Jeff Whitley.

2)  We received a report from our Presbytery commissioners – Jeff and Kaitlyn Whitley.

3)  Gave permission for James and Freda Watt to use Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall on Sunday, Nov. 1 in evening for fundraiser for a niece who needs a kidney transplant.

4)  Presbytery of Charlotte Justice and Peace Committee will hold a workshop at Mulberry on Human Trafficking on Thursday, September 3 from 8:30 – 4:00.  Need a few volunteers to host.  Contact Linda Schrum if interested.

5)  Approved Communion for Aug. 2 and will reduce number of serving elders to 6.

6) Approved the recommendation to change the Health Cabinet committee from a standing committee to an ad hoc one.
7)  Approved the purchase of a new copier financed through a significant refund on the old one, plus contributions from the Women of the Church and the Men of the Church.

8)  Received information from Personnel that with Ariane’s resignation, Kia Gilliard will be the temporary Administrative Assistant until a complete search can take place for the permanent replacement.

9)  Discussed the "Building Healthy Churches" document with Associate Presbyter for New Church Development, Warren Lesane.

10)  Joyfully approved the baptism of Riley Sage Guy, daughter of Tim and Kristine and granddaughter of Jack and Linda.
Dear Mulberry,

It is with great regret that I am to inform you that I am leaving Mulberry as of this month.  I wish to express to you my heartfelt thanks and to let you know how much I have appreciated your gracious and loving acceptance as your Administrative Assistant and also as a friend.  You cannot know how much it means to me to have known all of you.  There will be no other experience comparable to the one I have received at Mulberry and will not soon forget its blessings bestowed on me and my family.  We are very blessed to have had you in our lives.  My best wishes to Mulberry and much love, Ariane
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Dear Church Family,

How do I begin to thank you for the meals brought- Doris Springs, Helen Marks, Sandra Rhyne, Lisa Falkner, Patsy Caudle, and Mary Lib Stokes- the visits, the cards and best of all the prayers.  All I can say is Thank you from the bottom of my heart.  My saying of Mulberry is: We may be small in number but, oh, we are big in heart.  God bless you all, Annette
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Free "Lunch and Learn" Seminar: "From Stress to Success: Surviving the Emotional Roller Coaster of Unemployment"

What: A Free Lunch and Learn Seminar for anyone in the community who is unemployed 

When: Wednesday, August 12, 2009 ~ with registration at 10:15 AM; program 10:30-1:30  

Where: First Presbyterian Church, 201 Vance Avenue, Kannapolis   

Registration: Call Debbie Wilkinson, 704-535-9999 ext. 213 

Presented by: Presbytery of Charlotte's Community Disaster Response Team 
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Presenters: Dr. Jeannie Fennel, life/job coach of Lifeworks; Rev. Brant Piper, counselor Presbyterian Samaritan Counseling; Rev. Elizabeth Hyland, chaplain & unemployment survivor
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Sunday, August 9th Will Be
Gospel Sunday!

All of our music that Sunday will

be the "old gospel favorites".

If you have a favorite gospel hymn

that you would like to hear or

have sung please let Sharon know.
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Sunday, August 16th, Mulberry will have Guest Preacher, Rev. Andrew Henderson, in Rev. Chris' absence.
 Sunday, August 23rd will be 
Mulberry's Youth Worship Service
We will also have the 

Five-Cents-A-Meal Offering on 

Sunday, August 23rd.
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The Charlotte CROP Hunger Walk needs your help! 
Volunteers are needed for the Walk on 
Sunday, October 4th at 2:30 p.m.
Team recruiters are key to the process.  Anyone who is interested in being a recruiter for this year’s event is asked to call 704-333-9255 to sign up to attend a workshop to be held Sunday, August 23rd, from 2:30 to 4:00 pm at St. John’s Baptist Church.  The 2009 Charlotte CROP Hunger Walk will begin and end at the Grady Cole Center behind the stadium on Kings Drive, rather than the stadium itself, due to construction.  Held each year in October, the Charlotte CROP Hunger Walk is the largest of the 2000 community walks across the United States sponsored by Church World Service.  Funds raised from these walks are used to relieve poverty, aid development and provide disaster and refugee assistance worldwide.  One-fourth of the monies raised go to local charities in each community.  In Charlotte, the local agencies receiving assistance are Loaves & Fishes, Crisis Assistance Ministry and Second Harvest Food Bank of Metrolina. The remaining funds are used by Church World Services to alleviate hunger and poverty in 80 countries throughout the world.  News Channel 36 WCNC is the media sponsor for this year’s walk.
Session will meet on Sunday, August 30th at 8:00 a.m.
This meeting has been moved from the 4th Sunday to the 5th for the month of August.
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Lynda Springs , Curtis Johnson, 
Robert Stone , Kristine &Tim Guy, Xander Guy, Linda &Jack  Guy, 
Joan Kaul, Anna Price, 
Gladys Austin, Mildred Cathey, 
Lois Andrews & Juanita Holt.
Our Homebound & Nursing Home Residents.
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2-Aura Cochran, 2-Betty Hirst, 
8- Jill Benton, 17- Jana Barnette, 

24- Jeff Whitley, 25- Ronnie Williamson, 

28- John Aldridge, 30- Isabella Sadler, 

31- Hope Cochran, 31- Jessica Miller
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USHERS
1st Sunday -Jeff Whitley, Bill Thomason, Lillian Williamson, Vance Schrum

2nd Sunday - Earl Springs, Nelio Carrasco, Denise Kuebler, Sandra Rhyne

3rd Sunday - Mack Cochran, Sonny Brown, Brenda Hendricks, Linda Sadler

4th Sunday - Ashley Barnette, Karen & Ronnie Williamson, Lisa Falkner

5th Sunday - Youth

CHURCH LOCK-UP                           NURSERY SCHEDULE
1st Sunday- Jeff Whitley                                        August 2 - Hope & Mack Cochran
2nd Sunday-Earl Springs                                        August 9 - Brenda Hendricks & Jessica Miller

3rd Sunday-Mack Cochran                                    August 16 - Linda & Vance Schrum
4th Sunday-Ashley Barnette                                   August 23 - Linda & Henry Sadler
5th Sunday - Jeff Whitley


        August 30 - Nelio Carrasco & Jill Benton
ACOLYTES                                         LITURGISTS

August 2 - Brysen Barnette

         
          August 2 - Lillian Williamson
August 9 - Chloe Cochran & Nicole Sadler            August 9 - Jane Guy
August 16 - Jessica Miller


          August 16 - Hank Sadler
August 23- Brysen Barnette & Ian Falkner
          August 23 - Youth Sunday

August 30- Jessica Miller        

          August 30 - Linda Schrum
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Circle #3 (N.U.T.S.) are asking for donated bars of soap (i.e. Dove, Ivory, Jergens, etc.) to be given to the Southern Correctional Institution for Women in Troy, NC.  There are 500 Women residing there and greatly appreciate your donations.
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· Circle #1 will NOT meet in the months of July and August.  Circle #1 will resume its meetings beginning in September.  The next meeting will be Tues., Sept. 1st at 10:00 a.m.

· Knit Wits will NOT meet in July or August.  The next meeting will be Wed., Sept. 23rd at 10:00 a.m.

· The Young at Heart will NOT meet in July & August.  The next meeting will be Tues., Sept. 8th at 11:00 a.m.
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The Pictorial Directories by Olan Mills are still available.  You may stop by the Church Office for a copy.  (First come, first served.)
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DON'T FORGET TO HAVE LUNCH AT CICI'S PIZZA WITH REV. CHRIS ON THE 4TH THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH!  THE NEXT LUNCH DATE IS THURSDAY, AUGUST 27TH AT 12:00 NOON.  A PORTION OF THE PROCEEDS ARE GIVEN TO MULBERRY.
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It's A Girl! Lauren Whitley's Congregational Baby Shower will be Saturday, August 29th from 2:00 - 4:00 p.m.  in the Britt Stokes Fellowship Hall.  Registry is at Target.
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Buildings & Grounds Ministry Team; meets on an as needed basis.  Chair Person:  Vance Schrum. Members: Earl Springs, Ronnie Williamson.  
Business Ministry Team; meets every 3rd Sunday of the month at 9:45 a.m.  Chairperson:  Mack Cochran.  Members:  Glenda Brown, Ashley Barnette, Sandra Rhyne, Jeff Whitley.  Christian Education Team; meets 3rd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m.  Chair Person:  Linda Sadler.  Members:  Bev Sadler, Linda Zagar, Patsy Caudle, Brenda Hendricks, Jana Barnette, Kaitlyn Whitley, Kayla Sadler.  
Fellowship Ministry Team; meets 2nd Sunday of the month after Worship.  Chair Person:  Annette Pearson.  Members:  Linda Champion, Patsy Caudle, Sandra Rhyne, Jane Guy.  Nurture Ministry Team; meets 3rd Sunday of the month after Worship.  Chair Person:  Mike Hood.  Members:  Lillian Williamson, Annette Pearson, Margaret Harkey, Patsy Caudle, Barbara Campbell & Lisa Falkner, Ex Officio.  
Outreach Ministry Team; meets 2nd Sunday of the month after Worship.  Chair Person: Henry Sadler.  Members:  Jack Guy, Mark Zagar, Nelio Carrasco, Rachel Ranson, Linda Sadler.  Personnel Ministry Team; meets every other month.  Chair Person:  Hank Sadler.  Members:  Linda Schrum, Jim Brown.  
Worship Ministry Team; meets 3rd Sunday of the month after Worship.  Chair Person:  Karen Williamson.  Members:  Sharon Whitley, Lillian Williamson, Henry Sadler Denise Kuebler, Blake Barnette, & Mary Lib Stokes & Patsy Caudle (make the bread for communion).
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Thank you to those who have served the PW so faithfully this year:  Moderator-Sandra Rhyne, Treasurer-Doris Woody, Secretary-Glenda Brown, Historian-Linda Sadler, Social Chair-Lisa Falkner, Spiritual Nurture Chair-Brenda Hendricks & Circle Leaders-Annette Pearson, Jane Guy, Jill Benton, & Glenda Brown.

The 2009-2011 PW Leaders installed on

Sunday, August 19th are:

Moderator-Annette Pearson, Vice-Moderator-Linda Champion, Treasurer-Sandra Rhyne, Secretary-Patsy Caudle, Historian-Sharon Whitley, Spiritual Nurture Chairs-Lillian Williamson & Jane Guy, Social Chair-Lisa Falkner, & Circle Leaders-Mary Lib Stokes, Jane Guy & Glenda Brown.
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Annual Events at Mulberry Presbyterian!

Join Us Friday, 
September 4th at 7:15 p.m. for a Knight's Baseball game to benefit "Rebound".  
Tickets are $10.00.
More Information to follow.......


Sunday, September 6th:  
Mulberry's Annual 
Ice Cream Social
At 5:00 p.m.  

Bring your ice cream cakes & cookies and let's have lots of fun!




Monday, September 7th is Labor Day.  The Church Office will be closed.


Saturday, September 12th is the PW Fall Gathering at Marks Creek Presbyterian Church in Hamlet, NC.

8:30 a.m. Registration & 9:00 a.m. Program


Sunday, September 13th is RALLY DAY!


Just a Reminder:  There is a Presbytery meeting on Tuesday, September 15th at 9:00 a.m. at the Harrisburg Presbyterian Church in Harrisburg, NC.

Sunday, October 4th is World Communion Sunday and the Peacemaking Offering.


Mulberry's Annual Trunk or Treat

is coming soon in October!

Volunteers to decorate your trunk are needed.
More information to follow...

Mulberry's Homecoming will be Sunday, October 18th!



Sunday, September 13th: 
Mulberry's 3rd Annual Fellowship Picnic at Fellowship Point at Lake Norman
Following Worship
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