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New Beginnings

By Chris Carrasco


January is a time of new beginnings.  It's a new year, a fresh slate, and the future is full of so many possibilities.  As a church we are headed in the right direction ending 2008 with a positive balance in the bank account, ministry teams active and meeting on a regular basis, church attendance up, and many potential new members visiting our church.  Don’t get me wrong, there is still a lot that needs to be done, but I am encouraged at the enthusiasm and willingness of this congregation to embrace some new ideas and envision a brighter future.


One program I am very excited about is our new confirmation class beginning in January.  With a class of seven young people, we will be on a journey together as we learn about the Bible, church, prayer, worship, sacraments, and theology along with some service projects, building a relationship with a mentor, and an overnight retreat.  This ten week program will be one of the highlights of the year for me as I get to know our young adults a little better and lead them through this process.  Please pray for us in the next few months:  Blake Barnette, Kayla Sadler and her friend Aubrey, Eric Miller, Tyler Haney, Bradley Hucks, and one of our visitors Jadedyn Whittemore.  What a new beginning this will be for them in their faith journey!


Another new beginning is a new class we are starting for six weeks on Thursday evenings (6:30–8:00 p.m.), Hearing God’s Call.  Using scripture we will explore if and how God still speaks to us today and discern what God is saying to us here and now.  This may provide a new beginning for those who feel "stuck" in their faith journey, have big decisions they are faced with, or simply wonder if God has a plan for them.  Come to one or all of our classes and enjoy discussing, learning, and studying what God would have you be and do.


Our budget process will be finalized in January and with pledges up I am excited about the potential ministry we can accomplish with these added resources.  We will once again be able to contribute to benevolences, support our Presbytery, and give our staff a raise.  Thanks to all of you for stepping up your pledge and making all of these important ministries possible.  Let us pray this is a new beginning for Mulberry Presbyterian Church of responsible stewardship and expanding our financial ministry.


Session is embarking on a new beginning as we structure our gatherings to be more like a worship service with a Christ candle, more prayer, scripture, and an effort to listen to God’s will as we make some important decisions for the future of this church.  Pray for your Session in the months ahead that we would make these decisions with a sense of unity, grounded in the Holy Spirit.





 (Continued on next page)

Now you know why I am so excited that January is here.  We have much to look forward to as a church as well as a lot of work to do together.  But as they say, "Many hands make light work," so I invite you to pitch in, help out, and do your part to participate in the excitement of Mulberry Presbyterian Church.  And all God’s people said, "AMEN!"
Mark your calendar with upcoming events in January

Check www.charlotteparent.com/calendar for more events!


Please join Rev. Chris Carrasco in January on Thursday evenings, beginning

1/15/2008 through 2/19/2009,
for Adult Bible Study:
"Hearing God's Call"  

The class will be held from 6:30-8:00 p.m.

Jan. 15th - Class One  

Does God have a call for YOU?

I Corinthians 12:4-13, 26-27; 

I Samuel 3:1-10

Jan. 22nd - Class Two  

How Do We Know if our Call is from God?

Jonah 1:1-10, 3:1-5

Jan. 29th - Class Three

Wrestling with Our Call, with God, and with Ourselves

Exodus 3:1-15, 4:1-5, 10-13

Feb. 5th - Class Four

Putting Our Call into Action

Acts 10:1-29

Feb. 12th - Class Five

Living Into Our Call Individually and as a Congregation

Mark 14:32-36; Hebrews 4:12-13

Exodus 31:17; Ecclesiastes 4:9-12

Feb. 19th - Class Six

What's Next?  Our Common Call as Christians

Micah 6:8; Matthew 5:13-16; Matthew 22:36-40; John 15:12-17

To my Mulberry Church Family:
Thank you so very much for the prayers, cards and calls during my recuperation from surgery.  They certainly brightened my days.  Please celebrate with me that the findings were "Benign".  

My church family means so very much to me - my love to each of you.  In Christ's Love, Linda Schrum

The Staff of Mulberry would like to wish everyone and their families many blessings for the New Year!

We would like to thank all those who contributed to the Joy Christmas Offering.  The Christmas Joy Offering totals $156.00.  Thank you Mulberry Family for your generous gift to a special cause.

From Dave & Maureen Berwanger:

Peace on Earth, Good will to men.

Like the star that shone on that first holy night may your Christmas be blessed with His love and His light.

Wishing all of our friends at Mulberry a wonderful Christmas season & a happy & healthy 2009.

With love,

Rev. Chris' parents, Dave & Maureen

Surviving the Civil War Homefront. 
Date: Saturday, January 10, 2009
Times:  Sat., 10am-4pm; Sun., 1-4pm. 

Location: Historic Latta Plantation, 5225 Sample Road, Huntersville. 

Cost: $5-$6.   Phone: 704-875-2312. Website: www.lattaplantation.org. 

Summary: Learn how families survived while men were away at war. Also find out about the impact of the home guard on local communities. Demonstrations will include spinning, weaving, open- hearth cooking and more. 

Twelfth Night. 
Date: Saturday, January 10, 2009                               Times:  6-9pm.

Location: Charlotte Museum of History, 3500 Shamrock Dr.

Cost: $5-$8.  Phone: 704-568-1774.            Website: www.chmuseums.org.

Summary: A historic Scots-Irish celebration that includes a demonstration of preparing an authentic colonial feast, an evening tour of the Homesite, and participation in the Twelfth Night ball accompanied by colonial dancers.
Winter Birds. 
Date: Saturday, January 10, 2009
Times:  10-11:30am. 

Location: Latta Plantation, 6211 Sample Road, Huntersville. Cost: Free. 

Phone: 704-875-1391.

Website: www.lattaplantation.org. 

Summary: Take a 1.5 mile walk and learn how to notice more when you go outside by exploring, observing and appreciating the world. All ages. 

Presidents Day. 
Date: Friday, January 16, 2009

Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus. 
Dates: Wednesday, January 28th , Thursday, January 29th, Friday, January 30th & Saturday, January 31st       Times:  Wed.-Thu., 7pm; Fri., 10:30am and 7pm; Sat., 11am, 3pm and 7pm
Location: Time Warner Cable Arena, 333 E. Trade St. 

Cost: $15-$100.  Phone: 704-688-9000. Website: www.ringling.com.

Summary: Come see Bellobration, an interactive and high-energy circus extravaganza filled with non-stop action. Bellobration features the mischievous, yet endearing, comic daredevil Bello, who performs alongside Asian elephants, Royal Bengal and exotic white tigers, and gravity-defying acrobats, all in an electrifying story line. 

You can also find Mulberry on the web at www.mulberrypc.com!

